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people who can defend themselves violently or non-vio-
lently. Non-violent defence presupposes recklessness" about
one's' life and property. If it is persisted in, it will in the end
be a sure cure for goondaism. But non-violence cannot be
learnt in a day. It requires practice. You can commence to
learn it from now. You must be ready to lose your life or
property or both. But that is implied in the art of non-vio-
lence. If you do not know how to defend yourself either
way, the government will not be able to save you in spite
of its best effort. No government, however powerful it may
be, can without the active co-operation of the people. If
even God only helps those who will help themselves, how
much more true it must be of perishable governments! Do
not lose nerve and think that tomorrow there will be no
government and it will be all anarchy. You can be the
government now, and you certainly will be in the contin-
gency you contemplate or you will perish."

Sevagram, 4-6-'4O
Harijan, 8-6-1940
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HOW TO COMBAT HITLERISM

Whatever Hitler may ultimately prove to be, we know
what Hitlerism has come to mean. It means naked ruthless
force reduced to an exact science and worked with scienti-
fic precision. In its effect it becomes almost irresistible.

In the early days of Satyagraha when it was still known
as passive resistance. The Star of Johannesburg, stirred by
the sight of a handful of Indians, wholly unarmed and in-
capable of organized violence even if they wished it, pitting
themselves against an overwhelmingly armed government,
had a cartoon in which the latter was depicted as a steam-
roller representing irresistible force, and passive resistance
was depicted as an elephant unmoved and comfortably
planting himself in his seat. This was marked immovable
force. The cartoonist had a true insight into the duel bet-
ween the irresistible and the immovable forces. It was then